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In the United States today criminal justice can vary from state to state, as various
states alter the Modern Penal Code to suit their own local preferences and
concerns. In Eastern Europe, the post-Communist countries are quickly adopting
new criminal codes to reflect their specific national concerns as they gain
autonomy from what was once a centralized Soviet policy. As commonalities
among countries and states disintegrate, how are we to view the basic concepts of
criminal law as a whole?

Eminent legal scholar George Fletcher acknowledges that criminal law is
becoming increasingly localized, with every country and state adopting their own
conception of punishable behavior, determining their own definitions of offenses.
Yet by taking a step back from the details and linguistic variations of the criminal
codes, Fletcher is able to perceive an underlying unity among diverse systems of
criminal justice. Challenging common assumptions, he discovers a unity that
emerges not on the surface of statutory rules and case law but in the underlying
debates that inform them.

Basic Concepts of Criminal Law identifies a set of twelve distinctions that shape
and guide the controversies that inevitably break out in every system of criminal
justice. Devoting a chapter to each of these twelve concepts, Fletcher maps out
what he considers to be the deep structure of all systems of criminal law.
Understanding these distinctions will not only enable students to appreciate the
universal fundamental ideas of criminal law, but will enable them to understand
the significance of local details and variations.

This accessible illustration of the unity of diverse systems of criminal justice will
provoke and inform students and scholars of law and the philosophy of law, as
well as lawyers seeking a better understanding of the law they practice.
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In the United States today criminal justice can vary from state to state, as various states alter the Modern
Penal Code to suit their own local preferences and concerns. In Eastern Europe, the post-Communist
countries are quickly adopting new criminal codes to reflect their specific national concerns as they gain
autonomy from what was once a centralized Soviet policy. As commonalities among countries and states
disintegrate, how are we to view the basic concepts of criminal law as a whole?

Eminent legal scholar George Fletcher acknowledges that criminal law is becoming increasingly localized,
with every country and state adopting their own conception of punishable behavior, determining their own
definitions of offenses. Yet by taking a step back from the details and linguistic variations of the criminal
codes, Fletcher is able to perceive an underlying unity among diverse systems of criminal justice.
Challenging common assumptions, he discovers a unity that emerges not on the surface of statutory rules and
case law but in the underlying debates that inform them.

Basic Concepts of Criminal Law identifies a set of twelve distinctions that shape and guide the controversies
that inevitably break out in every system of criminal justice. Devoting a chapter to each of these twelve
concepts, Fletcher maps out what he considers to be the deep structure of all systems of criminal law.
Understanding these distinctions will not only enable students to appreciate the universal fundamental ideas
of criminal law, but will enable them to understand the significance of local details and variations.

This accessible illustration of the unity of diverse systems of criminal justice will provoke and inform
students and scholars of law and the philosophy of law, as well as lawyers seeking a better understanding of
the law they practice.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...a concise, fair-minded, and remarkably clear synthesis of virtually all of the major debates in
contemporary criminal law theory...Fletcher...works masterfully, in order to test the specifically universal
and timeless claims of his theory...the readers cannot help but be impressed by what Fletcher has
achieved...his dichotomy theory is rich enough to provide the tools for analyzing many of the examined
anomalies."--Michigan Law Review

About the Author
George P. Fletcher is at Columbia University Law School.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Douglas Dossett:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Basic Concepts of Criminal Law
book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Shirley Raine:

The book untitled Basic Concepts of Criminal Law is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Basic Concepts of Criminal Law from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Buddy Stewart:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Basic Concepts of Criminal Law
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Basic Concepts of Criminal Law as good
book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book
by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.



Willie Adams:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. Basic Concepts of Criminal Law can be your answer as it can be read by you who
have those short extra time problems.
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