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Drop something in front of a two-year-old, and she's likely to pick it up for you.
This is not a learned behavior, psychologist Michael Tomasello argues. Through
observations of young children in experiments he himself has designed,
Tomasello shows that children are naturally--and uniquely--cooperative. Put
through similar experiments, for example, apes demonstrate the ability to work
together and share, but choose not to. As children grow, their almost reflexive
desire to help--without expectation of reward--becomes shaped by culture. They
become more aware of being a member of a group. Groups convey mutual
expectations, and thus may either encourage or discourage altruism and
collaboration. Either way, cooperation emerges as a distinctly human
combination of innate and learned behavior.In Why We Cooperate, Tomasello's
studies of young children and great apes help identify the underlying
psychological processes that very likely supported humans' earliest forms of
complex collaboration and, ultimately, our unique forms of cultural organization,
from the evolution of tolerance and trust to the creation of such group-level
structures as cultural norms and institutions.Scholars Carol Dweck, Joan Silk,
Brian Skyrms, and Elizabeth Spelke respond to Tomasello's findings and explore
the implications.
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Drop something in front of a two-year-old, and she's likely to pick it up for you. This is not a learned
behavior, psychologist Michael Tomasello argues. Through observations of young children in experiments
he himself has designed, Tomasello shows that children are naturally--and uniquely--cooperative. Put
through similar experiments, for example, apes demonstrate the ability to work together and share, but
choose not to. As children grow, their almost reflexive desire to help--without expectation of reward--
becomes shaped by culture. They become more aware of being a member of a group. Groups convey mutual
expectations, and thus may either encourage or discourage altruism and collaboration. Either way,
cooperation emerges as a distinctly human combination of innate and learned behavior.In Why We
Cooperate, Tomasello's studies of young children and great apes help identify the underlying psychological
processes that very likely supported humans' earliest forms of complex collaboration and, ultimately, our
unique forms of cultural organization, from the evolution of tolerance and trust to the creation of such group-
level structures as cultural norms and institutions.Scholars Carol Dweck, Joan Silk, Brian Skyrms, and
Elizabeth Spelke respond to Tomasello's findings and explore the implications.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Tomasello, codirector of the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, shares his theories on how
human cooperation evolved and suggests it is a defining characteristic of our species. To test the innate
quality of cooperation in human interactions, Tomasello studies the cooperative behavior of preverbal
children, generally 12 months to 24 months in age, and compares their behavior to that of apes in similarly
structured experiments. The results are remarkable, demonstrating that even preverbal children have a natural
predilection to cooperate and help others. Chimpanzees, on the other hand, especially where food is
concerned, tend to act in ways that increase their own individual gain. Tomasello's writing is followed by
contributions from four other leading scientists—John B. Silk, Carol Dweck, Brian Skyrns and Elizabeth
Spelke—whose comments are illuminating, and while they do not fully agree with Tomasello, they all agree
that [h]is cutting edge theory and research has altered the face of developmental psychology by merging
cognitive and social development, historically quite separate fields. The book (which originated as a lecture
series at Stanford) is generally dryly scientific, but the fascinating approach to the question of what makes us
human renders this a singularly worthwhile read. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"The work of Tomasello and his colleagues provides the best and most exciting point of entry into a
literature that will certainly shape philosophical debates for the years to come." -- Mattia Gallotti,
Cambridge University Press

"... the fascinating approach to the question of what makes us human renders this a singularly worthwhile
read."  -- Publishers Weekly

About the Author

Michael Tomasello is Codirector of the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig,
Germany. His books include The Cultural Origins of Human Cognition, Constructing a Language, and The
Origins of Human Communication (MIT Press, 2008).

Michael Tomasello is Codirector of the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig. He is
the author of The Cultural Origins of Human Cognition and Constructing a Language: A Usage-Based
Theory of Language Acquisition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



George Cornelius:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Why We Cooperate (Boston Review Books). Try to make book
Why We Cooperate (Boston Review Books) as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when
you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we
need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Teresa Powers:

This book untitled Why We Cooperate (Boston Review Books) to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Keith Vanwagoner:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Why We Cooperate (Boston Review Books) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

John Negron:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Why We Cooperate (Boston Review Books) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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