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"A great story—how modernism brought down the regime of
censorship—told as a great story. Kevin Birmingham's imaginative
scholarship brings Joyce and his world to life. There is a fresh detail on
nearly every page."—Louis Menand, Pulitzer prize-winning author of The
Metaphysical Club

For more than a decade, the book that literary critics now consider the most
important novel in the English language was illegal to own, sell, advertise or
purchase in most of the English-speaking world. James Joyce’s big blue book,
Ulysses, ushered in the modernist era and changed the novel for all time. But the
genius of Ulysses was also its danger: it omitted absolutely nothing. All of the
minutiae of Leopold Bloom’s day, including its unspeakable details, unfold with
careful precision in its pages. The New York Society for the Suppression of Vice
immediately banned the novel as “obscene, lewd, and lascivious.” Joyce, along
with some of the most important publishers and writers of his era, had to fight for
years to win the freedom to publish it. The Most Dangerous Book tells the
remarkable story surrounding Ulysses, from the first stirrings of Joyce’s
inspiration in 1904 to its landmark federal obscenity trial in 1933.
 
Literary historian Kevin Birmingham follows Joyce’s years as a young writer, his
feverish work on his literary masterpiece, and his ardent love affair with Nora
Barnacle, the model for Molly Bloom. Joyce and Nora socialized with literary
greats like Ezra Pound, Ernest Hemingway, T. S. Eliot and Sylvia Beach. Their
support helped Joyce fight an array of anti-vice crusaders while his book was
disguised and smuggled, pirated and burned in the United States and Britain. The
long struggle for publication added to the growing pressures of Joyce’s
deteriorating eyesight, finances and home life.
 
Salvation finally came from the partnership of Bennett Cerf, the cofounder of
Random House, and Morris Ernst, a dogged civil liberties lawyer. With their
stewardship, the case ultimately rested on the literary merit of Joyce’s master
work. The sixty-year-old judicial practices governing obscenity in the United
States were overturned because a federal judge could get inside Molly Bloom’s
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head.
 
Birmingham’s archival work brings to light new information about both Joyce
and the story surrounding Ulysses. Written for ardent Joyceans as well as novices
who want to get to the heart of the greatest novel of the twentieth century, The
Most Dangerous Book is a gripping examination of how the world came to say
yes to Ulysses.
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"A great story—how modernism brought down the regime of censorship—told as a great story. Kevin
Birmingham's imaginative scholarship brings Joyce and his world to life. There is a fresh detail on
nearly every page."—Louis Menand, Pulitzer prize-winning author of The Metaphysical Club

For more than a decade, the book that literary critics now consider the most important novel in the English
language was illegal to own, sell, advertise or purchase in most of the English-speaking world. James Joyce’s
big blue book, Ulysses, ushered in the modernist era and changed the novel for all time. But the genius of
Ulysses was also its danger: it omitted absolutely nothing. All of the minutiae of Leopold Bloom’s day,
including its unspeakable details, unfold with careful precision in its pages. The New York Society for the
Suppression of Vice immediately banned the novel as “obscene, lewd, and lascivious.” Joyce, along with
some of the most important publishers and writers of his era, had to fight for years to win the freedom to
publish it. The Most Dangerous Book tells the remarkable story surrounding Ulysses, from the first stirrings
of Joyce’s inspiration in 1904 to its landmark federal obscenity trial in 1933.
 
Literary historian Kevin Birmingham follows Joyce’s years as a young writer, his feverish work on his
literary masterpiece, and his ardent love affair with Nora Barnacle, the model for Molly Bloom. Joyce and
Nora socialized with literary greats like Ezra Pound, Ernest Hemingway, T. S. Eliot and Sylvia Beach. Their
support helped Joyce fight an array of anti-vice crusaders while his book was disguised and smuggled,
pirated and burned in the United States and Britain. The long struggle for publication added to the growing
pressures of Joyce’s deteriorating eyesight, finances and home life.
 
Salvation finally came from the partnership of Bennett Cerf, the cofounder of Random House, and Morris
Ernst, a dogged civil liberties lawyer. With their stewardship, the case ultimately rested on the literary merit
of Joyce’s master work. The sixty-year-old judicial practices governing obscenity in the United States were
overturned because a federal judge could get inside Molly Bloom’s head.
 
Birmingham’s archival work brings to light new information about both Joyce and the story surrounding
Ulysses. Written for ardent Joyceans as well as novices who want to get to the heart of the greatest novel of
the twentieth century, The Most Dangerous Book is a gripping examination of how the world came to say yes
to Ulysses.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Convinced that Joyce’s Ulysses contained “unmitigated filth and obscenity,” Sir Archibald Bodkin was
determined in 1922 to burn all copies already in the UK and to ban importation of additional copies.
Birmingham here tells the story of how Bodkin and his American counterparts (John Sumner and Anthony
Comstock) lost the battle to keep Joyce’s explosive book out of readers’ hands. To be sure, Birmingham
starts by recounting Joyce’s travails in simply writing the book. But others (including Ellmann, Gorman, and
Bowker) have already examined that torturous composition process. What Birmingham delivers for the first
time is a complete account of the legal war waged—chiefly by publisher Bennett Cerf and attorney Morris
Ernst—to get Joyce’s masterpiece past British and American obscenity laws. Readers dismayed by the rising
tide of pornography may view the obscenity laws breached for Joyce’s high art less dismissively than does
Birmingham. But for readers who value Ulysses for the revolution it effected in fiction, Birmingham has
chronicled an epoch-making triumph for literature. --Bryce Christensen

Review
Dwight Garner, The New York Times:
"Kevin Birmingham’s new book about the long censorship fight over James Joyce’s Ulysses braids eight or
nine good stories into one mighty strand... The best story that’s told… may be that of the arrival of a
significant young nonfiction writer. Mr. Birmingham, a lecturer in history and literature at Harvard, appears
fully formed in this, his first book. The historian and the writer in him are utterly in sync. He marches
through this material with authority and grace, an instinct for detail and smacking quotation and a fair
amount of wit. It’s a measured yet bravura performance."

Rachel Shteir, The New York Times Book Review:
“So it is all the more impressive that this young Harvard Ph.D. in English has written a grand, readable
adventure story about the novel’s legal troubles… Birmingham spent years sifting through archives. It
shows. He has read Ulysses deeply, borrowing its organizing principles, telescoping some moments,
amplifying others, jumping from character to character, continent to continent, subject to subject, text
analysis to literary history. This all makes The Most Dangerous Book dynamic.”

Michael Dirda, The Washington Post:
“Birmingham has produced an excellent work of consolidation…. [A] lively history …. The Most Dangerous
Book is impressively
researched and especially useful for its meticulous accounts of various legal battles. It is meant to be fun to
read and, setting aside my fogeyish cavils, it is.”

The Economist:
“[G]ripping. Like the novel which it takes as its subject, it deserves to be read.”

The New Yorker:
“Terrific…. The Most Dangerous Book is the fullest account anybody has made of the publication history of
Ulysses. Birmingham’s brilliant study makes you realize how important owning this book, the physical book,
has always been to people." 

Vanity Fair:
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“Birmingham recounts this story with a richness of detail and dramatic verve unexpected of literary history,
making one almost nostalgic for the bad old days, when a book could be still be dangerous.”

The Wall Street Journal:
“The story of Ulysses has been told before, but not with Mr. Birmingham's thoroughness. The Most
Dangerous Book makes use of newspaper reports, court documents, letters and the existing Joyce
biographies. It looks back to a time ‘when novelists tested the limits of the law and when novels were
dangerous enough to be burned’ and makes one almost nostalgic for it.”

Dallas Morning News:
“Hundreds of books and thousands of articles have been written about Ulysses since its publication. Kevin
Birmingham’s The Most Dangerous Book is a splendid addition….  this book has groundbreaking new
archival research, and it thrills like a courtroom drama.”

Boston Globe:
“I am not a Joycean. But I loved Kevin Birmingham’s The Most Dangerous Book anyway. You don’t need to
be a Bloomsday devotee to enjoy or profit mightily from it. Birmingham… writes with fluidity and a
surprising eye for fun. He probably has read through the mountains of books and scholarly articles on
Ulysses and seems obsessed with the book itself, but wears it all lightly. [A] vivid narrative [that]…makes
you want to go back and read—and treasure—Joyce’s novel because he liberally salts the novel’s backstory
with memorable anecdotes and apercus, especially at the close of each chapter.”

Houston Chronicle:
“Lively and engrossing.”

Slate:
“[A] deeply fun work of scholarship that rescues Ulysses from the superlatives and academic battles that
shroud its fundamental unruliness and humanity.”

Salon:
“Astute and gorgeously written…. [The] battle for Ulysses…is a story that, as Birmingham puts it, forced the
world to ‘recognize that beauty is deeper than pleasure and that art is larger than beauty.’ He has done it
justice.”

Chronicle of Higher Education:
“An essential, thoroughly researched addition to Joyceana and a consistently engaging narrative of how
sexuality, aesthetics, morality, and jurisprudence collided almost a century ago.”

The Nation:
“Kevin Birmingham’s The Most Dangerous Book: The Battle for James Joyce’s Ulysses casts its nets…
widely, synthesizing enormous amounts of information and describing in detail the multiple circumstances
surrounding the gestation, publication and suppression of Ulysses. Birmingham is a fluid writer, and the
more intricate the detail, the more compelling the narrative he constructs: his account of the rise of American
obscenity laws… is as gripping to read as his account of the barbaric eye surgeries Joyce endured or his
account of the nearly slapstick manner in which Samuel Roth published a pirated edition of Ulysses in
1929.”

Publishers Weekly (starred):
“Exultant….Drawing upon extensive research, Birmingham skillfully converts the dust of the archive into



vivid narrative, steeping readers in the culture, law, and art of a world forced to contend with a masterpiece.”

Kirkus Reviews (starred):
“[A] sharp, well-written debut….Birmingham makes palpable the courage and commitment of the rebels
who championed Joyce, but he grants the censors their points of view as well in this absorbing chronicle of a
tumultuous time. Superb cultural history, pulling together many strands of literary, judicial and societal
developments into a smoothly woven narrative fabric.”

Library Journal:
“What begins as simply the ‘biography of a book’ morphs into an absorbing, deeply researched, and
accessible guide to the history of modern thought in the first two decades of the 20th century through the lens
of Joyce’s innovative fiction.”

Booklist:
“Birmingham delivers for the first time a complete account of the legal war waged…to get Joyce’s
masterpiece past British and American obscenity laws. Birmingham has chronicled an epoch-making
triumph for literature.”

About the Author
Kevin Birmingham received his PhD in English from Harvard, where he is a lecturer in History & Literature
and an instructor in the university’s writing program. His research focuses on twentieth-century fiction and
culture, literary obscenity and the avant-garde. He was a bartender in a Dublin pub featured in Ulysses for
one day before he was unceremoniously fired. This is his first book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Crystal Sanchez:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Most Dangerous Book: The
Battle for James Joyce's Ulysses book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Melinda Miller:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Most
Dangerous Book: The Battle for James Joyce's Ulysses suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Most Dangerous Book: The Battle for James Joyce's
Ulyssesis the main one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core
of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world with this book.



Joe North:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Most
Dangerous Book: The Battle for James Joyce's Ulysses, you can tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Dianne Janelle:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Most Dangerous Book: The Battle for James Joyce's Ulysses we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this
time book The Most Dangerous Book: The Battle for James Joyce's Ulysses. You can more attractive than
now.
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