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Once in a generation a novel comes along that taps a vein of universal human
experience, resonating with readers of all ages. THE LOVELY BONES is such a
book -- a #1 bestseller celebrated at once for its artistry, for its luminous clarity
of emotion, and for its astonishing power to lay claim to the hearts of millions of
readers around the world.

"My name was Salmon, like the fish; first name, Susie. I was fourteen when I was
murdered on December 6, 1973."

So begins the story of Susie Salmon, who is adjusting to her new home in
heaven, a place that is not at all what she expected, even as she is watching life
on earth continue without her -- her friends trading rumors about her
disappearance, her killer trying to cover his tracks, her grief-stricken family
unraveling. Out of unspeakable tragedy and loss, THE LOVELY BONES
succeeds, miraculously, in building a tale filled with hope, humor, suspense, even
joy.

The major motion picture version of THE LOVELY BONES, directed by Peter
Jackson and starring Rachel Weisz, Susan Sarandon, Mark Wahlberg, Stanley
Tucci, and Saoirse Ronan is scheduled for release on December 11, 2009.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
On her way home from school on a snowy December day in 1973, 14-year-old Susie Salmon ("like the fish")
is lured into a makeshift underground den in a cornfield and brutally raped and murdered, the latest victim of
a serial killer--the man she knew as her neighbor, Mr. Harvey.

Alice Sebold's haunting and heartbreaking debut novel, The Lovely Bones, unfolds from heaven, where "life
is a perpetual yesterday" and where Susie narrates and keeps watch over her grieving family and friends, as
well as her brazen killer and the sad detective working on her case. As Sebold fashions it, everyone has his
or her own version of heaven. Susie's resembles the athletic fields and landscape of a suburban high school: a
heaven of her "simplest dreams," where "there were no teachers.... We never had to go inside except for art
class.... The boys did not pinch our backsides or tell us we smelled; our textbooks were Seventeen and
Glamour and Vogue."

The Lovely Bones works as an odd yet affecting coming-of-age story. Susie struggles to accept her death
while still clinging to the lost world of the living, following her family's dramas over the years like an
episode of My So-Called Afterlife. Her family disintegrates in their grief: her father becomes determined to
find her killer, her mother withdraws, her little brother Buckley attempts to make sense of the new hole in his
family, and her younger sister Lindsey moves through the milestone events of her teenage and young adult
years with Susie riding spiritual shotgun. Random acts and missed opportunities run throughout the book--
Susie recalls her sole kiss with a boy on Earth as "like an accident--a beautiful gasoline rainbow." Though
sentimental at times, The Lovely Bones is a moving exploration of loss and mourning that ultimately puts its
faith in the living and that is made even more powerful by a cast of convincing characters. Sebold
orchestrates a big finish, and though things tend to wrap up a little too well for everyone in the end, one can
only imagine (or hope) that heaven is indeed a place filled with such happy endings. --Brad Thomas Parsons

Look Inside the Motion Picture The Lovely Bones (Paramount, 2010)
(Click on each image below to see a larger view)

Saoirse Ronan as Susie Salmon Saoirse Ronan as Susie Salmon



Mark Wahlberg as Jack Salmon
Saoirse Ronan as Susie Salmon and Director Peter Jackson

From Publishers Weekly
Reading her breakout novel, Sebold's even, unemotional voice is a good match for both the drab setting of a
Midwest town enduring the 1970s and for her matter-of-fact writing, which manages to seem grounded even
as the protagonist narrates from heaven after her brutal murder. Sebold doesn't bother with voicing characters
differently; the murdered girl, Susie Salmon, is the listener's window into the world she was forced to leave
behind, and Sebold uses a flat, deliberate voice that manages to sound both weary and wistful. Snatches of
melancholy chamber music close each track and provide more explicit emotion. What Sebold's voice lacks in
stylistic flourish she makes up for with perfect pacing. In an introductory segment, Sebold recounts the
novel's genesis and mentions that part of her working process involves reading everything back to herself,
which explains her expert rhythm. On the final disc, Sebold reads the first chapter of her 2007 novel, The
Almost Moon. While Sebold's fans will be eager for the chance to hear her read, the uninitiated may wish for
a bit more passion in her presentation. A Back Bay Books paperback (Reviews, June 17, 2002).
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School-"I was fourteen when I was murdered on December 6, 1973," says Susie Salmon in this
intriguing novel. Teens will immediately be drawn into this account of a girl who was raped and killed, and
tells her story from "heaven." She realizes gradually that she is in an interim heaven until she can let go of
her earthly concerns. The place is like school with Seventeen for a textbook and no teachers. On Earth, her
mother needs to leave the family for a time, her sister seems to have Susie constantly in her thoughts, her
young brother grows into a pensive preteen, and her grief-stricken father spends much of his time seeking
out the murderer, even after it seems that the police have given up. The narrator observes the disparate ways
her family and friends cope, and finally sees that they are resolving their grief as "the lovely bones" of their
lives knit themselves around the empty space that was her life. While the subject matter is grim, the telling is
light and frequently humorous-Susie remains 14 even though 8 years pass in the other characters' lives. This
novel will encourage discussion. There is a slight feeling of magical realism, but there is grounding in real
adolescence.
Susan H. Woodcock, Fairfax County Public Library, Chantilly, VA
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Rene Defeo:

The publication with title The Lovely Bones includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Marina Tijerina:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is The Lovely Bones.

Daniel Bailey:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Lovely Bones this book consist a lot of the information of the condition
of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes
this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Joseph Mitchell:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Lovely Bones can be the solution,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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