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Bestselling author Deborah Harkness (A Discovery of Witches, Shadow of Night)

explores the streets, shops, back alleys, and gardens of Elizabethan London,

where a boisterous and diverse group of men and women shared a keen interest

in the study of nature. These assorted merchants, gardeners, barber-surgeons,

midwives, instrument makers, mathematics teachers, engineers, alchemists, and

other experimenters, she contends, formed a patchwork scientific community

whose practices set the stage for the Scientific Revolution. While Francis Bacon

has been widely regarded as the father of modern science, scores of his London

contemporaries also deserve a share in this distinction. It was their collaborative,

yet often contentious, ethos that helped to develop the ideals of modern scientific

research.

 

The book examines six particularly fascinating episodes of scientific inquiry and

dispute in sixteenth-century London, bringing to life the individuals involved and

the challenges they faced. These men and women experimented and invented,

argued and competed, waged wars in the press, and struggled to understand the

complexities of the natural world. Together their stories illuminate the blind

alleys and surprising twists and turns taken as medieval philosophy gave way to

the empirical, experimental culture that became a hallmark of the Scientific

Revolution.
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Editorial Review

Review
"'This is the book on Elizabethan science everyone should read. Not only does it offer a convincing
reinterpretation of the role of science in society, but it is written in an arresting style, jaunty, full of
illuminating anecdotes, and widely accessible.' Ian Archer, Oxford University '... a significant contribution to
the history of science, but also to that of London, and an exciting portrait of life in the swarming, spreading
city during the reign of the first Elizabeth.' Ronald Hutton, Independent on Sunday"

About the Author

Deborah E. Harkness is professor of history, University of Southern California. She is the author of John
Dee’s Conversations with Angels: Cabala, Alchemy, and the End of Nature and of the New York Times
bestseller A Discovery of Witches.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frankie Graybill:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Jewel House: Elizabethan London and the Scientific
Revolution. Try to stumble through book The Jewel House: Elizabethan London and the Scientific
Revolution as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Nancy Farley:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Jewel House: Elizabethan London and the Scientific
Revolution as your daily resource information.

Casey Larsen:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their



friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to reading a
publication. The book The Jewel House: Elizabethan London and the Scientific Revolution it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Jacqueline Britt:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Jewel House: Elizabethan London and the
Scientific Revolution to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book
and learn it. Beside that the publication The Jewel House: Elizabethan London and the Scientific Revolution
can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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