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The Descent of Mind: Psychological Perspectives on Hominid Evolution
provides a provocative discussion and analysis of what psychologists have to say
about the evolution of the human mind. To what extent is the human mind like
that of an ape? Is language uniquely human? Is the human mind a product of
biological evolution or cultural influences?

Until recently, these were questions answered by anthropologists and
archaeologists. Then about ten years ago a new field, evolutionary psychology
burst onto the evolutionary scene.

Now, in The Descent of Mind a group of well-known international psychologists
in such diverse fields as comparative psychology, cognitive psychology,
developmental psychology, and psychology of language, examine in temporal
sequence, the human mind at various stages of evolution. The book begins with a
thorough overview of what is known of the non-primate mind and its evolution,
then discusses the pre-hominid of 20 million years ago and ends with
contemporary human behavior.

The contributors cover such topics as human cognitive evolution, predicting
hominid intelligence from brain size, the evolution of deep social mind in
humans, the rise of the metamind, and the origins of teleological thought.

Students and researchers alike in psychology, anthropology, evolution,
archaeology, and ethology will find this book interesting and informative. It
provides a range of provocative answers to the timeless question of what it means
to be human.
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The Descent of Mind: Psychological Perspectives on Hominid Evolution provides a provocative discussion
and analysis of what psychologists have to say about the evolution of the human mind. To what extent is the
human mind like that of an ape? Is language uniquely human? Is the human mind a product of biological
evolution or cultural influences?

Until recently, these were questions answered by anthropologists and archaeologists. Then about ten years
ago a new field, evolutionary psychology burst onto the evolutionary scene.

Now, in The Descent of Mind a group of well-known international psychologists in such diverse fields as
comparative psychology, cognitive psychology, developmental psychology, and psychology of language,
examine in temporal sequence, the human mind at various stages of evolution. The book begins with a
thorough overview of what is known of the non-primate mind and its evolution, then discusses the pre-
hominid of 20 million years ago and ends with contemporary human behavior.

The contributors cover such topics as human cognitive evolution, predicting hominid intelligence from brain
size, the evolution of deep social mind in humans, the rise of the metamind, and the origins of teleological
thought.

Students and researchers alike in psychology, anthropology, evolution, archaeology, and ethology will find
this book interesting and informative. It provides a range of provocative answers to the timeless question of
what it means to be human.
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Editorial Review

Review
'... this book to open up exciting new dimensions in the study of human evolution' Robin Dunbar School of
Biological Sciences, Liverpool

'The book is billed as being of interest to a multi-disciplinary audience and meets its aim of befitting
advanced students and researchers in evolutionary psychology, anthropology, evolution and palaeontology'
QJEP Section B

About the Author
Michael C. Corballis, Department of Psychology, University of Auckland. Stephen E.G. Lea, Department of
Psychology, Exeter University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Freida Gilbert:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Descent of Mind: Psychological
Perspectives on Hominid Evolution book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Mitchell Diaz:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Descent of Mind: Psychological Perspectives on Hominid Evolution your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get previous to. The The Descent of Mind: Psychological Perspectives on Hominid
Evolution giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Thomas Stewart:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much



easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to you is The Descent of Mind: Psychological Perspectives on Hominid Evolution
this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

William Bottoms:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Descent of Mind: Psychological Perspectives on
Hominid Evolution can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Descent of Mind:
Psychological Perspectives on Hominid Evolution.
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