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Evading established accounts of the development of doctrine in the Patristic era,
Augustine's Christology has yet to receive the critical scholarly attention it
deserves. This study focuses on Augustine's understanding of the humanity of
Christ, as it emerged in dialogue with his anti-Pelagian conception of human
freedom and Original Sin.
By reinterpreting the Pelagian controversy as a Western continuation of the
Origenist controversy before it, Dominic Keech argues that Augustine's reading
of Origen lay at the heart of his Christological response to Pelagianism.
Augustine is therefore situated within the network of fourth and fifth century
Western theologians concerned to defend Origen against accusations of Platonic
error and dangerous heresy. Opening with a survey of scholarship on Augustine's
Christology and anti-Pelagian theology, Keech proceeds by redrawing the
narrative of Augustine's engagement with the issues and personalities involved in
the Origenist and Pelagian controversies. He highlights the predominant motif of
Augustine's anti-Pelagian Christology: the humanity of Christ, 'in the likeness of
sinful flesh' (Rom. 8.3), and argues that this is elaborated through a series of
receptions from the work of Ambrose and Origen. The theological problems
raised by this Christology - in a Christ who is exempt from sin in a way which
unbalances his human nature - are explored by examining Augustine's
understanding of Apollinarianism, and his equivocal statements on the origin of
the human soul. This forms the backdrop for the book's speculative conclusion,
that the inconsistencies in Augustine's Christology can be explained by placing it
in an Origenian framework, in which the soul of Christ remains sinless in the
Incarnation because of its relationship to the eternal Word, after the fall of souls
to embodiment.
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Evading established accounts of the development of doctrine in the Patristic era, Augustine's Christology has
yet to receive the critical scholarly attention it deserves. This study focuses on Augustine's understanding of
the humanity of Christ, as it emerged in dialogue with his anti-Pelagian conception of human freedom and
Original Sin.
By reinterpreting the Pelagian controversy as a Western continuation of the Origenist controversy before it,
Dominic Keech argues that Augustine's reading of Origen lay at the heart of his Christological response to
Pelagianism. Augustine is therefore situated within the network of fourth and fifth century Western
theologians concerned to defend Origen against accusations of Platonic error and dangerous heresy. Opening
with a survey of scholarship on Augustine's Christology and anti-Pelagian theology, Keech proceeds by
redrawing the narrative of Augustine's engagement with the issues and personalities involved in the Origenist
and Pelagian controversies. He highlights the predominant motif of Augustine's anti-Pelagian Christology:
the humanity of Christ, 'in the likeness of sinful flesh' (Rom. 8.3), and argues that this is elaborated through a
series of receptions from the work of Ambrose and Origen. The theological problems raised by this
Christology - in a Christ who is exempt from sin in a way which unbalances his human nature - are explored
by examining Augustine's understanding of Apollinarianism, and his equivocal statements on the origin of
the human soul. This forms the backdrop for the book's speculative conclusion, that the inconsistencies in
Augustine's Christology can be explained by placing it in an Origenian framework, in which the soul of
Christ remains sinless in the Incarnation because of its relationship to the eternal Word, after the fall of souls
to embodiment.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Keech's book is densely argued and expansively researched, drawing on an impressively wide range of
Augustine's own writings alongside extensive engagement with secondary scholarship."
--Anglican Theological Review

"Keech's monograph is an impressively written contribution to the painful project of untangling Augustine's
Chistology. It nimbly weaves its way through the Christian landscape of the late fourth and early fifth
centuries. This text is an important addition to all who are interested in the reception of Origen by later
Christian thinkers, theological anthropology, Christology, Augustine, and the Pelagian Controversy."--Stuart
Squires, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

About the Author
Dominic Keech is Assistant Curate at the Parish of Wantage, Diocese of Oxford, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Howe:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Anti-Pelagian
Christology of Augustine of Hippo, 396-430 (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs)? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Kristen Self:

This book untitled The Anti-Pelagian Christology of Augustine of Hippo, 396-430 (Oxford Theology and
Religion Monographs) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail
store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this reserve from your list.



Daryl Pena:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Anti-Pelagian Christology of Augustine of Hippo, 396-430 (Oxford Theology and Religion
Monographs), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Oscar Barr:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of book
The Anti-Pelagian Christology of Augustine of Hippo, 396-430 (Oxford Theology and Religion
Monographs). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book.
It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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