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There is a seeming dichotomy in C. S. Lewis's writing. On the one hand we see
the writer of argumentative works, and on the other hand we have the
imaginative poet. Lewis also found this dichotomy within himself. When he was
a rationalist and atheist he found that these two sides of him were pulling in
different directions: he believed that his rationalist side could not be reconciled
with his imaginative side. Once he became a Christian, he eventually found a
means of marrying the two--principally, through story and myth. Within C. S.
Lewis studies, there is also a common conception of Lewis as a modern
rationalist philosopher, i.e., a rationalist who thinks arguments (and his
arguments in particular) are the last answer on the questions he undertakes.
Reasoning beyond Reason attempts to take this view to task by placing Lewis
back into his pre-modern context and showing that his sources and influences are
classical ones. In this process Lewis is viewed through the idea that imagination
and reason are connected in an intimate way: they are different expressions of a
single divine source of truth, and there is an imagination already present upon
which reason works. Lewis's --transpositional-- view of imagination implicitly
pushes towards a somewhat radical position: the imagination is to be seen as
theological in its reliance upon something more than the merely material; it
necessarily relies on a transcendent funding for its use and meaning. In other
words, the imagination is a well-source for what we might normally label --
rational.-- --To the modern mind, reason belongs to the cold, objective stare of
science. Imagination and story are mere 'culture, ' of value only as escapism or
entertainment. J. T. Sellars's remarkable book shows how one of Christianity's
most learned but enduringly popular defenders, C. S. Lewis, belonged to a richer,
classical world where reason is imaginative and the imagination is rational. I
warmly welcome its publication.-- --Simon Oliver Department of Theology and
Religious Studies University of Nottingham J. T. Sellars, PhD, is an instructor of
philosophy and humanities in Northern California and Southern Oregon.
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There is a seeming dichotomy in C. S. Lewis's writing. On the one hand we see the writer of argumentative
works, and on the other hand we have the imaginative poet. Lewis also found this dichotomy within himself.
When he was a rationalist and atheist he found that these two sides of him were pulling in different
directions: he believed that his rationalist side could not be reconciled with his imaginative side. Once he
became a Christian, he eventually found a means of marrying the two--principally, through story and myth.
Within C. S. Lewis studies, there is also a common conception of Lewis as a modern rationalist philosopher,
i.e., a rationalist who thinks arguments (and his arguments in particular) are the last answer on the questions
he undertakes. Reasoning beyond Reason attempts to take this view to task by placing Lewis back into his
pre-modern context and showing that his sources and influences are classical ones. In this process Lewis is
viewed through the idea that imagination and reason are connected in an intimate way: they are different
expressions of a single divine source of truth, and there is an imagination already present upon which reason
works. Lewis's --transpositional-- view of imagination implicitly pushes towards a somewhat radical
position: the imagination is to be seen as theological in its reliance upon something more than the merely
material; it necessarily relies on a transcendent funding for its use and meaning. In other words, the
imagination is a well-source for what we might normally label --rational.-- --To the modern mind, reason
belongs to the cold, objective stare of science. Imagination and story are mere 'culture, ' of value only as
escapism or entertainment. J. T. Sellars's remarkable book shows how one of Christianity's most learned but
enduringly popular defenders, C. S. Lewis, belonged to a richer, classical world where reason is imaginative
and the imagination is rational. I warmly welcome its publication.-- --Simon Oliver Department of Theology
and Religious Studies University of Nottingham J. T. Sellars, PhD, is an instructor of philosophy and
humanities in Northern California and Southern Oregon.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
"To the modern mind, reason belongs to the cold, objective stare of science. Imagination and story are mere
'culture,' of value only as escapism or entertainment. J. T. Sellars's remarkable book shows how one of
Christianity's most learned but enduringly popular defenders, C. S. Lewis, belonged to a richer, classical
world where reason is imaginative and the imagination is rational. I warmly welcome its publication."
--Simon Oliver
Department of Theology and Religious Studies
University of Nottingham

"Every serious student of C. S. Lewis will want to read this book because it is basic and right. By 'basic' I
mean that it exposes the underlying assumptions and supporting structure of Lewis' work. By 'right' I mean
that it locates Lewis where consistently he is to be found, namely, neither on one or the other side of divides,
such as between rationalism and fideism, but in a mediating position between them, because, as Sellars
makes clear, for Lewis relations precede, undergird, and transcend distinctions."
--Wesley A. Kort
Department of Religion and the Graduate Faculty of Religion
Duke University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles McCreery:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Reasoning beyond Reason: Imagination as a
Theological Source in the Work of C. S. Lewis is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

John Harris:

The guide with title Reasoning beyond Reason: Imagination as a Theological Source in the Work of C. S.
Lewis posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition
of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book
will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.



Elton Williams:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Reasoning beyond Reason: Imagination
as a Theological Source in the Work of C. S. Lewis can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking
a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person.
That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Reasoning beyond Reason: Imagination as a Theological Source in the Work of C. S. Lewis.

Garry Brown:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Reasoning beyond Reason: Imagination
as a Theological Source in the Work of C. S. Lewis to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Reasoning beyond Reason: Imagination as a
Theological Source in the Work of C. S. Lewis can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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