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Who hasn't been stirred by the strains of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony? That's a
good question, claims Esteban Buch. German nationalists and French
republicans, communists and Catholics have all, in the course of history,
embraced the piece. It was performed under the direction of Leonard Bernstein at
a concert to mark the fall of the Berlin Wall, yet it also serves as a ghastly and
ironic leitmotif in Stanley Kubrick's A Clockwork Orange. Hitler celebrated his
birthdays with it, and the government of Rhodesia made it their anthem. And
played in German concentration camps by the imprisoned, it also figured
prominently at Mitterand's 1981 investiture.

In his remarkable history of one of the most popular symphonic works of the
modern period, Buch traces such complex and contradictory uses—and
abuses—of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony since its premier in 1824. Buch shows
that Beethoven consciously drew on the tradition of European political music,
with its mix of sacred and profane, military and religious themes, when he
composed his symphony. But while Beethoven obviously had his own political
aspirations for the piece—he wanted it to make a statement about ideal
power—he could not have had any idea of the antithetical political uses,
nationalist and universalist, to which the Ninth Symphony has been put since its
creation. Buch shows us how the symphony has been "deployed" throughout
nearly two centuries, and in the course of this exploration offers what was
described by one French reviewer as "a fundamental examination of the moral
value of art." Sensitive and fascinating, this account of the tangled political
existence of a symphony is a rare book that shows the life of an artwork through
time, shifted and realigned with the currents of history.
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Who hasn't been stirred by the strains of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony? That's a good question, claims
Esteban Buch. German nationalists and French republicans, communists and Catholics have all, in the course
of history, embraced the piece. It was performed under the direction of Leonard Bernstein at a concert to
mark the fall of the Berlin Wall, yet it also serves as a ghastly and ironic leitmotif in Stanley Kubrick's A
Clockwork Orange. Hitler celebrated his birthdays with it, and the government of Rhodesia made it their
anthem. And played in German concentration camps by the imprisoned, it also figured prominently at
Mitterand's 1981 investiture.

In his remarkable history of one of the most popular symphonic works of the modern period, Buch traces
such complex and contradictory uses—and abuses—of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony since its premier in
1824. Buch shows that Beethoven consciously drew on the tradition of European political music, with its
mix of sacred and profane, military and religious themes, when he composed his symphony. But while
Beethoven obviously had his own political aspirations for the piece—he wanted it to make a statement about
ideal power—he could not have had any idea of the antithetical political uses, nationalist and universalist, to
which the Ninth Symphony has been put since its creation. Buch shows us how the symphony has been
"deployed" throughout nearly two centuries, and in the course of this exploration offers what was described
by one French reviewer as "a fundamental examination of the moral value of art." Sensitive and fascinating,
this account of the tangled political existence of a symphony is a rare book that shows the life of an artwork
through time, shifted and realigned with the currents of history.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Buch . . . attempts nothing less than a cultural history of the 'Ode to Joy.' -- The Economist, April 24, 2003

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

From the Inside Flap

Who hasn't been stirred by the strains of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony? That's a good question, claims
Esteban Buch. German nationalists and French republicans, communists and Catholics have all, in the course
of history, embraced the piece. It was performed under the direction of Leonard Bernstein at a concert to
mark the fall of the Berlin Wall, yet it also serves as a ghastly and ironic leitmotif in Stanley Kubrick's A
Clockwork Orange. Hitler celebrated his birthdays with it, and the government of Rhodesia made it their
anthem. And played in German concentration camps by the imprisoned, it also figured prominently at
Mitterand's 1981 investiture.

In his remarkable history of one of the most popular symphonic works of the modern period, Buch traces
such complex and contradictory uses—and abuses—of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony since its premier in
1824. Buch shows that Beethoven consciously drew on the tradition of European political music, with its
mix of sacred and profane, military and religious themes, when he composed his symphony. But while
Beethoven obviously had his own political aspirations for the piece—he wanted it to make a statement about
ideal power—he could not have had any idea of the antithetical political uses, nationalist and universalist, to
which the Ninth Symphony has been put since its creation. Buch shows us how the symphony has been
"deployed" throughout nearly two centuries, and in the course of this exploration offers what was described
by one French reviewer as "a fundamental examination of the moral value of art." Sensitive and fascinating,
this account of the tangled political existence of a symphony is a rare book that shows the life of an artwork
through time, shifted and realigned with the currents of history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Martin:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History had been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The guide Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History is not only giving you a lot more
new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History.
You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.



John Cleveland:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History as your daily resource information.

Concepcion Maldonado:

Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Beethoven's Ninth:
A Political History yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial thinking.

Jason Valladares:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Beethoven's Ninth: A Political History why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.
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