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Is today's language at an all-time low? Are pronunciations like cawfee and
chawklit bad English? Is slang like my bad or hook up improper? Is it incorrect to
mix English and Spanish, as in Yo quiero Taco Bell? Can you write Who do you
trust? rather than Whom do you trust? Linguist Edwin Battistella takes a hard
look at traditional notions of bad language, arguing that they are often based in
sterile conventionality.

Examining grammar and style, cursing, slang, and political correctness, regional
and ethnic dialects, and foreign accents and language mixing, Battistella
discusses the strong feelings evoked by language variation, from objections to the
pronunciation NU-cu-lar to complaints about bilingual education. He explains
the natural desire for uniformity in writing and speaking and traces the
association of mainstream norms to ideas about refinement, intelligence,
education, character, national unity and political values. Battistella argues that
none of these qualities is inherently connected to language.

It is tempting but wrong, Battistella argues, to think of slang, dialects and
nonstandard grammar as simply breaking the rules of good English. Instead, we
should view language as made up of alternative forms of orderliness adopted by
speakers depending on their purpose. Thus we can study the structure and context
of nonstandard language in order to illuminate and enrich traditional forms of
language, and make policy decisions based on an informed engagement.

Re-examining longstanding and heated debates, Bad Language will appeal to a
wide spectrum of readers engaged and interested in the debate over what
constitutes proper language.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
What constitutes "bad" language? Is it slang? Curse words? In this academic volume, Battistella, a professor
of English, examines language's relationship to social conditions and constraints and argues for relativism in
looking at language. He maintains that hard-nosed, traditional ideas about what is "good" and what is "bad"
are open to debate, and that labeling English as either "good" or "bad" is simplistic and unnecessary.
Battistella suggests "how we might think more productively about language." After broadly introducing his
topic, Battistella focuses specifically on writing, grammar and so-called "bad" words ("Usage is less a matter
of permanent fixed traditions than it is a matter of flexible and contextual conventions"), and also includes
chapters on American attitudes toward immigrant foreign language speakers and accent use. While much of
the complex subject matter could intimidate readers unfamiliar with linguistics or etymology, those
interested in learning how language evolves will find this book an informative read.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"Battistella has indeed identified issues central both to our society at large and to the American educational
system. He shows us that all too often, what citizens and teachers believe about language, grammar, and so-
called proper English reflects folk-beliefs from deep in centuries past. These common myths about the nature
of language carry vast ripple effects in how we treat people and educate our young. In user-friendly and
lively terms, linguist Ed Battistella explores bad language--a topic both timely and crucial to our nation."--
Rebecca S. Wheeler, Department of English, Christopher Newport University

"Important"--Alex Ross, The Rest Is Noise

"The beauty of this book is that it responds to widely held beliefs about the nature of language--that there
exist fairly monolithic language standards that people ought to aim for. ... The author of Bad Language
astutely recognizes that these beliefs provide fertile ground for introducing fundamental perspectives and
findings from linguistic research to students, scholars in other fields, and the general public."--Carolyn
Adger, Center for Applied Linguistics

On Chicago Tribune's Top 10 books on language in 2005: "This book reminds us that language is the basis
of the last acceptable prejudice: There is no snobbery as safe as looking down your nose at people for their
grammar, vocabulary or accent. As Battistella shows, this kind of condescension often comes from
misunderstandings and myths about the way language works."--Nathan Bierma, Chicago Tribune

About the Author



Edwin Battistella is the Dean of Arts and Letters and Professor of English at Southern Oregon University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Gould:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than
Others? will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Jose Scott:

This Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than Others? usually are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than
Others? can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than Others? forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lawrence Scuderi:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than Others? was filled
with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Richard Dike:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Bad Language: Are Some Words
Better than Others? to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and read
it. Beside that the reserve Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than Others? can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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